
 

FIRST READING 
This is the blood of the covenant which the Lord has made with 
you. 

 
A reading from the Book of Exodus 24: 3–8 

 
When Moses came to the people and related  
all the words and ordinances of the LORD,  
they all answered with one voice, ”We will do  
everything that the LORD has told us.” Moses 
then wrote down all the words of the LORD  
and, rising early the next day, he erected at the  
foot of the mountain an altar and twelve pillars  
for the twelve tribes of Israel. 
 
Then, having sent certain young men of the Israelites  
to offer holocausts and sacrifice young bulls as  
peace offerings to the LORD, Moses took half of the  
blood and put it in large bowls; the other half he  
splashed on the altar. 
 
Taking the book of the covenant, he read it aloud  
to the people, who answered, “All that the LORD  
has said, we will heed and do.” Then he took the 
blood and sprinkled it on the people, saying, “This 
is the blood of the covenant that the LORD has  
made with you in accordance with all these  
words of his.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 



 

SECOND READING 
Christ is our peace; he has made two peoples into one. 

 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians. 
2: 13–20 

 
Brothers and sisters: 
Now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off  
have become near by the blood of Christ. 

 
For he is our peace, he who made both one 
and broke down the dividing wall of enmity, 
through his flesh, abolishing the law with its 
commandments and legal claims, that he might  
create in himself one new person in place of the  
two, thus establishing peace, and might  
reconcile both with God, in one body,  
through the cross, putting that enmity to  
death by it. 
 
He came and preached peace to you who  
were far off and peace to those who were  
near, for through him we both have access in  
one Spirit to the Father. 

 
So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners,  
but you are fellow citizens with the holy ones and  
members of the household of God, built upon the 
foundation of the Apostles and prophets, with  
Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 

 
The word of the Lord. 

 


